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From the Christian Freeman. 
NATIONAL PREACHER. 
DR. GRIFFIN’S SERMON @N MISSIONS. 

The National Preacher is a monthly periodical, 
the publication of which was commenced in the 
city of New-York in June last, by Parson Austin 
Dickinson. Each number contains a sermon writ- 
ten by a distinguished living preacher, Public ex- 
pectation was exeited by the array of names, and 
the great reputation of the gentlemen who were 
named as contributors to the work ; among whom 
were Drs. Mason and Spring of New-York, Dr. 
Miller of Princeton, Professor Fitch of New-Ha- 
ven, Presidents Griffin and Humphreys, Professors 
Porter, Woods, and Stuart of Andover, and Dr, 
Beecher of Boston. We have not had an oppor- 
tunity to examine any of the numbers of this work, 
except the last, which contains a sermon preached 
by Dr. Griffin, President of Williams College, be- 
fore the American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, at Middletown, in September 
last. The sentiments and the literary execution of 
this sermon deserve notice, and we propose to nake 
a few remarks upon each of these points, 

The object of the discourse, as stated by the 
preacher in the commencement, “is to advocate the 
cause of missions to the heathen, and to plead for 
a dying world—to enforce the claims of five hun- 
dred millions of perishing men.” Agreeably to the 
spirit of this exordium, the strongest inducement to 
exertion in the cause of missions is derived from 
the hopelessness of the prospects of the heathen 
without the gospel. It is not indeed divectly sta- 
ted that future misery will be the condilion of all 
the heathen. ‘The Doctor admits, for the sake of 
the argument, that “now and then a pagan be- 
’ and that possibly such an one 
may be saved, But the strong impression left upon 
the mind of the reader is, that the heathen, by the 
circumstances of their situation, as heathen, are in 
a state of hopeless condemnation, both in this world 
and in the world to come; and that if salvation 
ever comes to any of them, it is ouly by a miracu- 
lous interposition of divine power, out of the 
“known and ordinary way.” 

Now because we are the friends of missions, we 


comes a good man,’ 


object strongly to such representations. ‘They are 
not sanctioned by mature orthe gospel. They pre- 
sent the divine government ina light, from which 
every correct feeling revolts, and instead ‘of fur- 
nishing a motive for exertion, they are calculated to 
produce only abhorrence of the being, who has pla 
ced his creatures under so cruel a dispensation. 


in a state of inevitable ignorance, and from age to 
age, and from generation to generation withholden 
from them the knowledge of the gospel, and or- 
dained that without it, they must be everlastingly 
miserable, He does not require his creatures to 
believe og him of whom they have not heard, nor 
judge them by alaw, which he has neyer communi- 
cated to them. Ue docs not require a harvest, 
where he has not allowed the seed to be planted. 
The religion of nature reveals to man his paternal 
character. Nature aud providence teach him that 
God will accept the worship which is offered in sin- 
cerity, (vou whatever altar it may arise. His earthly 
blessings are dispensed with unpartial liberality, 
and his heavenly favour will not be marked with ca- 
price or injustice. The word of his truth confirms 
this doctrine. That teaches us that in every nation, 
he who fears God, according to the best concep- 
tions he can obtain of him, and obeys the law of 
righteousness, written in his heayt and conscience, 
will not fail of obtaining a part in the inheritance 
prepared for the children of God. It assures us 
that multitudes will come from the East and from 
the West, fromthe North and from the South, and 
recejve the rewards of piety and virtue with the 
followers of Jesus, 

The representations we are now considering, are 
derived from an exclusive attention to detached pas- 
sages of Scripture, without regard to their connex- 
ion, or the general tenor and spirit of the gospel; 
asif by making faith the means of salvation, Chris- 
tianity had consigned all the heathen to damnation. 
They are not simply false ; they are absolutely per- 
nicious. As motives of action, they can have but 
little influence over sober minds. Jt is the tenden- 
cy and usual result of exaggeration and overstate- 
ment to produce a suspicion of the importance of 
the cause, in whose defence if is considered neces- 
sary to employ them, When principles are assu- 
ined as the foundation of a project, which, as in this 
case, common sense and common experience show 
us to be false, more is lost iu the disgust, which is 
thus created in reflecting persons, than is gained by 
the influence, which these extravagant statements 
may exert over minds not so steadily adjusted, and 
of more ardent temperament. We aay colour as 
highly as we please, our accounts of the actual con- 
dition, and the foture prospects of the heathen; the 
common sense of half the would will give the lie 
to a great part of our representations, and induce 
adisuust of whatisttue, Enough is rue concern. 
ing the heathen world, eauugh may be stated with- 
out the aid of fiction, of exaggeration, to awaken 





God has not nlaced a vast majority of his creatores 
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of Christians for comaiunicating to them the know. 
jedge and blessings of the gospel. 
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It is partly be 
cause thousands have been deteired from enblistiny 
in the cause by false inducements, and distorte 
arguinents presented to them, that we wish to | 
test against the representation we are now col 
sidering. 

But we have a stronger, and invincible objection 
to it. Ityvives a most odious account of the divin: 
government. 
capricious tyrant, and imputes to his administration 
principles, which the worst despots of earth woul: 
blush to avow. We have been accustomed to regard 


It represents our God as acruel and 


justice and benevolence as immutable and eternal : 
and when predicated of Deity, to have some essen- 
tial analogy with human goodness. Yet no histo- 
rian would have the hardihood to propose @hat ruler 
asa model of virtue, who should adopt and act upon 
the principles, which are here imputed to God. 
Por eighteen hundred vears, Christians have conipo- 
ged but a small part of the population of the world, 
but a dropin the vest tide of life,which for somany a- 
ges has been swelling and rolling onward to eternity. 
It may not be stated hypothetically ; for it cannot 
be true; nature, providence, consciousness, all we 
know of our present existence, all we believe and 
hope of a future, forbid us to believe that a being, 
whom we know to he perfectiy good, has created 
other beings, capable of mental and physicai suf- 
fering, only for the purpose of making, or even 
The God we 


worship does not reap where be has not sown; he 


permitting, them to be miserable. 


does not suspend the final welfare of his creatures 
upon conditions with which he makes it unpossible 
for them to comply: he does not require of neces- 
gary 2nd involuntary ignorance a faith in doctrines 
whic! he has not 
ing; nor demand obedience to a law which he bas 


communicated the means of learn- 


We are assured that the ac- 
count he will require of his creatures will be per- 
fectly adjusted to the circumstances and condition 
of the probation in which he has placed them, 

Ir we were to trust the representations of the most 


never promulgated. 


clamorous advocates for missions, it would seen: that 
the salvation of the heathen depended entirely upon 
Christians: that thousands and millions were year- 
ly passing into a state of miserable retribution, 
solels 
Chieti is. 
vine administration, which is contradicied by ail we 
see an’ 
dence, we enjoy, are not thus suspended upon the 
condnet of our neighbour. They depend apon our 
own exer 
placed within the reach of every one, and itis but 
litle that others are permitted to influence its 
attainment. A different principle is not established 
in spiritual things. God has not made the everlast- 
ing condition of avy of his creatures dependent es- 
sentially on any other. It cannot be that he has 
suspended the eternal welfare of immortal beings 
upon the faithfulness or benevolence of feeble se!- 
fish man. Thes ” ntuon of “ five hundred millions 
of perishing men,” dependent this moment upon 


This is another gross slander of the di- 


Apertence, 


The temporal favours of provi- 


. i. . y 
tions. The essential means of good we 


through the negligence and sluggishness of 


HEALD. 
(ne dubious experiment of arousing the com), ari 

ively little Christian world to a full sense of the 
nrors of their condition! While the» 


eee ee. 





te deba 
ing, thousands are daily passing away to th: 
ul condemnation, who, it Christians nad be 
be rejyoring 


Can this be 


o their duty, might now 


Led 

ransomed of the Lord ! tru 
. ‘ 

the Father of our spirits, the God of love, 

hes children in such a measure? Sheine. 8! 

‘hat such principles were ever imputed to bis per. 

fect government; thathe has been supposed 


more unjust and cruel, than the most depray 
fis creatures, 

We have said more upon this part of the s 
before us, than we at first intended, becaus- 
desirous that a strong and enlightened ze 
subject of missions to the heathen, should ye 
the Christian community. Such a zeal en 
excited by the sort of appeal we have 
dered. Itmay indeed produce a temporary exvite- 
But the difficulty 
is that these statements cannot be thoroughly be- 


ment, which will promise much. 
lieved. They are so palpably opposed to the most 
the 
actual condition of mankind, that every day’s ex 
Thei 


and as in 


obvions notions of the divine government, and 
perience will be showing them to be false. 
influence, therefore, oil be transient ; 
every case of great excitement produced by err 
neous principles, when the zeal abates, it will by 
very apt to carry away with it much that is tru 
and praiseworthy. Qn alarge portion of the com 
munity such appeals can have no influence for good. 
In their view they are so manifestly distorted and 
false, that they turn from them with disgust, until 
the very name of mission is discordant and offen- 
be 
she progress of 
We 


that the gospel is finally to enlighten and bless ali 


sive. Werezret the existence of this feeling, 


cause it presents an obstacle to 


Christianity among pagan nations. believe 
the nations, and that the conversion of the heathen 
will be effected in some measure by the agency o 
Christian nations. What share in this work is to be 
assigned to them, or what will be left to the silent 
operation of other causes, we do not pretend to de 
termine. Enough, undoubtedly, will be for Chris- 
tians to accomplish, to require their united energy 
and co-operation. We do not wish that a single 
enemy to the cause of missions shonld be created 
by injudicious zeal on the part of their friends, by 
wy exaggerated statement of their importance, ot 
by any appead in their defence, to principles, from 
Such 


teve to be the tendency of this sermon in 


whigh sober, rational minds would revolt. 
we he! 
other respects than those we have mentioned.— 
Most of the arguments which the preacher has ew- 
ploved, appear to be of a very equivocal characte:. 
We notice but ove or two others. 

His first argument is the authority of Chiist, d 
rived from the command in Matthew xxviii. 18, 19, 
20. There are many men of fair minds and enlai 
ged benevolence, who regard this injunction as 
‘specially directed to the apostles, aod not of un- 
imited obligation upon mature ages. There are 
others, who consider it of perpetual obligation, bo" 

















think that the mode, and times, and circumstances 
of obeying it, are left to the judgment of indiv: 
duals, formed upon careful observation of the stat: 
of heathen nations, the ability of Christians, th 

reasouable prospects of success, the issue of forme 

experiments, and all other cireumstances whic: 
influence questions of duty. They have thoug! 

that the state of Christian and heathen lands doe- 
not yet mdicate that the time has arrived tor the 
conversion of the world, and the result of repeate 
mnissions has served to confirm them ip this opinion 
They have been disgusted with the cause by th 

injudicious manner in which it has been detende: 

and the overcharged statements, to whieh we hav 

before alluded. The fair objections urged by such 
persons are thus summarily despatched by th 

preacher.” 

* Aff’ yet some, when called apon for their 
are beard to say, Ldo not approve of such things: 
just es though they had a right te place themselves 
on (a seat of judgment, and decide tor themselves 
what they will approve and what not, when the 
coumand of God is in (heir ear, and his sword at 
their breast. Hark! did you not hear that thun- 
der? ‘Curse ve Meroz;—curse ye bitterly the 
inhabitants thereot; because they came not up to 
the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord 
against the mighty.’ ” 

Alter dus annunciation, the remaining six argu- 
ments seem to be supeiflaous. If men may not 
inquire concerning their duty, and the Prospect ot 
performing it with success, it appears idle to press 

them with inducements. 

* His sixth argument is, * that all the wealth of the 
world was given to Christ as a recompense fur re- 
deeming our souls; and shall the ingratitude of man 

“withhold from him his hire + We havaly know in 
what terms to speak of this argument. It displays 
a latitude of finey, which ts liable to be mistaken 
for absolute profaneness, The illustrations, which 
are employed confirm the opinion, that the arga- 
meut ts tobe taken in the literal sense —Habiuuatly 
as Unitarians are accused of degrading the Saviour, 
we fear they could not be defended agaist the im- 
putation, if they should employ such language con- 
cerning him. We are very sure that the Bible does 
not authorize it. That represents the Saviour as 
enduring the cross for the joy that was set before 
him, and men “ are not redeemed with corruptible 
things as silver and gold.” It does not authorize 
us to believe that the “ingratitude” of man can 
withhold from him any part of the recompense ot 
bis suffering, nor their praise add any thing tothe 
glory and honour with which he is crowned, as the 
reward of his obedience unto death. Yet the 
preacher goes into a very curious calculation to 
show how much of “ his hire” is due to Christ trom 
every individual in Christian lands. Tie resuit of 
his arithmetic is, that each individnal’s part of the 
debt is “ something like four-tenths of one hall of 
his income,” the non-payment of which is to with- 


> Such re 


hoid” irom Christ, a part of “ his hire.’ 
presentations are calculaied to bring te whole sub- 


ject into contempt and burlesque. They appear to 
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us as little calculated to move the sympathies of 


wen for the heathen, and to lead thear to just views 
f their relation to the Saviour, as they are entirely 
iestatute of good taste. 
— — Se = - 
MORE GODS THAN ONE. 

Theorthodox conteud that the tact of the Su- 
preme Deity of Christ is proved by the account of 
us having power to forgive sin; see Matt. ix, 1 
~$. Teas a fact that Christ aseribed all the power 
re exercised tothe Bather. And in the case allu- 
ded to, * the multitnde glorified God, who had giveu 
en power unto MEN.” We never find so much 
‘sone tnstance of Christ correcting bis disciples, 
the multitude, when they ascribed the power 
he exercised to Gad. 

It 1s fhe duty of all men to forgive sin. The 
power to do this must emanate trom God. Shall 
we contend for the deity of every man who for- 
gives the sins of his fellows? 

Let it be remembered, that Christ himself assert- 
ed, thathe “came to bear witness of the trnth.” 
He came by the power of God the Father. Li 
man’s sins are torgiven by the Pather, then Clirist 
bore witness of the truth, when be said, * Don, be 
ot good cheer; thy sins be forgiven thee.” Ve, 
ourselves, feel authoized to * bear witness of the 
truth 3” and say, to every desponding sinver, * Son, 
be of good ciwer ; thy sins be forgiven thee.” 

Some of our misguided teliows may accuse Us 
of blasphemy, for beineving Curist, who declared, 
“ Icanof mine own self do nothing.” We hear- 
uly Wish What our pretending Armiutan inends were 
as modest and bumble, and, we will add, as honest, 
too, as the man Jesus Carist. If Christ, when he 
used the substantive myself, did not mean all that 
belonged to, and coustiiuted hi, whatever he Was, 
then the most emphatical and unequivocal tertws in 
language, are not Oniy useless, bul mischievous 
also! Chmst has said, * The futher, that dwellelh 
in me, he dueth the works.” And to conlound the 
orthodox error, beyond the power of redemption, it 
isonly necessary to add Clirist’s declaration, “ He 
that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwell- 
eth in me, and Lin im. As the living Father bath 
sent me, and I live by the Father ; so he that eateth 
me, even he shali live by me.” (That is, spiritually.) 
Now the very argument, and the only argument 
which can be used to support the orthodox hypo- 
thesis of Christ’s supreme deity, will just as much 
prove the supreme deity of ali tis followers! 

There ts no end to gudmaking when maniind set 
up that busmess. The Greeks manufactured 30,000 
gods, and our modern godaakers wil) have a cata 
iogue as extensive as the humanrace. Letthe de- 
juded fanatic retort—* If Christ be not God, then 
you have no Saviwar.” Clrist has answered — 
“The Faruer that dweilleth m me, he docth the 
works.” We feel safe in the Faruarr’s hands: 
wd are satisfied that “the man Christ Jesus,” 
whom be hath ratsed from the dead, and constitu 
ied Mediaior, will reconcile all tungs; tor “ God 
was in Christ reconciling the world unto himself.” 
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From the Christian Repository. 
DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN PRAYERS 
AND SERMONS. 

Having attended the Methodist Camp Meeting 
at Windsor, on one of the first days of last Sep- 
tember, where many hundreds of people were 
assembled for worship of for curiosity, my mind 
was very much exercised while there with the con- 
sideration of the vast difference of sentiment con- 
tained in the sermons and prayers, which were offer- 
ed by the preachers on the occasion. In the pray- 
ers there was but one sentiment expressed, viz. that 
sinners might be converted and saved, and the 
whole world were prayed for most fervently, (I will 
not say faithfully, for that would cause me to be- 
lieve that they were bonest in preaching.) 
the first of the order (1 will not call names) prayed to 
the Lord that the whole world of mankiid might 
be saved, and then stopped short, and paused for a 
moment—then said, these, we are sensible, are 
great things we ask of thee, but thou art Almighty! 
When this gentleman thus prayed, my soul was sa- 
tisfi d, [ was convinced that it was according to the 
spirit and the word. But no sooner had he closed 
this benevolent prayer, than he commenced his ser- 
non, in which, speaking of his fellowship for 
Christians, he extended it to all but one sect, and 
this he did not name, though there were very 
strong intimations that he meant the Universalists 
Thus we see that the preacher fellowshipped all 
those as Cliristians, who believed that bis prayers 
would not be answered, but such as believed they 
would be, he disfellowshipped! O wretched logic ! 
miserable consistency § And there was another 
gentlemen who made @ man of stratc, and called 
his name Universalism, and he contended with him 
in the midst of all the congregation. He hada 
right so to do, but I thought it would have been fa 
better if he had preached the gospel, tor there was 
none converted, Lam sure, in that sermon. ‘To tell 
the Whole truth in relation to this meeting, so much 
of it as I saw, L shoul. say, that there was a studied 
evasion of all those scriptures which speak of the 
salvation of all men; and endless misery was 
preached as the one thing needful to be believed, in 
order to have the fellowship of Methodists! 

In concluding these remarks, we would just in- 
quire, is it proper to pray for the salvation of more 
than we believe will be saved? The Apostle says, 
« Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” These remarks 
are made in the purest friendship, and [ hope they 
will be so received and improved. 

ti 
FACTS RELATING TO THE UNITARIAN 
CONTROVERSY. 

1. Trinitarians cannot produce a single passage 
of the Bible, in which the Doctrine of the Trinity 
is stated, although it 1s very plainly defined in the 
Staniards of the English and Scottish Bstablish- 
trents, 

11. That learned and impartial Editor of the 
Greek Testament, Greisbach, himself a Trinita- 
rian, rejects, from the Ist Epistle of St. John, (v. 7, 
rile, “on heaven, the Father, the Word, 


b) the w 
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and the Holy Ghost; and these three are one 
And there are three that bear witness jp earth.” 
The Critical Evidence upon which this passage js 
maintained to be spurious, is held to be satisfac 
tory by the generality of competent judges of a)! 
Churches. Many of the Theological Writers 0) 
the present day, though avowed Trinitarians, haye 
expressed their belief in its spuriousness; amone 
whom are Marsh, the Bishop of Peterborough,* 
Prettyman, the Bishop of Winchester,} Adam 
Clarke, the Wesleyan Methodist Charles Butler 
the Roman Catholic |, the Eclectic Reviewer), , 
Calvinist ; and Dr. Wardlaw, of Glasgow, avoids 
this and the other supposed Frinitarian Passages 
that are affected by Griesbach’s emendations, in hj 
controversy with Mr. Yates. 

ITI. Greisbach’s reading, in Acts xx. 
of Church of God, as in the English 
Crurch of the Lord [viz. Jesus}. 

IV. Greisbach’s reading, 1 Tim. iii. 16, instead 
of God manifest in the flesh, is He {i. e. Christ; 
who was manifested in the flesh. 


‘is 
23, instead 


version, js 


V. Greisbach’s reading, Rev. i. 8, is, Zam Alpha 
and Omega, saith the Lord God, aud i. 11, the 
‘words Lam pha and Omega, the first and the last, 
and, ave omitted by him. 

VI. The words printed in Italics in our Common 
Version, denote that there is nothing corresponding 
to them in the Original, e. g. the word God eles 
vii. 99, and 1 John iii. 16. 

VIL. N@ither the word Trinity nor any eqivalent 
word, nor the phrases, God the Son, God the Holy 
Ghost, Eternal Son, Two natures in Christ, Or 
ginal Sin, Imputed Righteousness, Vicarious Sa- 
crifice, or Atoning Blood, occur in the Bible. 

VIL. The Holy Spirit, as different from Ged the 
Father, is never, in the Bible, proposed as the ob- 
ject of Religious Worship. 

IX. The Powers of Christ are never, in the Bible 
referred to God the Son, but invariably to the Fa- 
ther or his Spirit. 

Our blessed Saviour in his solemn Prayer, re- 
corded inthe 17th chapter of St. John’s Gospel, 
declares the Father, to whoin he is praying, (ver. 1 
a, &e.} to be the only true God, (ver. 3) and wih 
the same breath, claims for himself only the cha 
racter of Aim whom the Father (the only true God, 
had sent. 

Let the serious inquirer examine attentively the 
following additional Passages ot the Bible:—Deut 
vi. 4, compared with Mark xii. 283 Isaiah x}. 15, 
xliv. 6, xly. compared with John viii. 41—54, and 
Acts iv. 21—51; also Mark xiii. 82; 1 Cor. viii 
6; 1 Tim. ii. 5. Edinburg. 

. ip 
VERITAS’S VEIL. 

Although we have no desire to revive the contr 
versy between Amana and Veritas, still we cannot 
well retrain from noticing Veritas’s Postscript, is 
his concluding reply to Amana in a preceding 


-) 
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* Trans of Michaelis, Notes. 

tElementsof Christ Theol vol. ii. p. 90. 
tCommentary on the Passage. "Horm. Bibl'ca' 
Stan, 19an 
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number. The excuse for not “raising the veil,” 
appears to be this—“ the light of truth, in its full 

blaze,” would “pluck up the wheat.” In other 

words—If the whole truth should be proclaimed to 

mankind, they would reject even the little they now 

possess ' Has Veritas sustained the “ full blaze” of 

truth, without Josing his wheat? If so, other peo- 

ple’s wheat may prove as strong in the root as his 

own! This course appears os reasonable, as for a 

man to abstain from eating, from a fear of spoiling 

his appetite. 

If Veritas’s veil covers the Gospel Paul preach- 
ed, or any part thereof, we are of opinion it can be 
safely raised, for the reason assigued by Paul in the 
wollowing passage : 

Rom. i. 14-17. “I am debtor both to the 
Greeks and to the Barbarians, both to the wise and 
to the unwise. So, as much as in me is, | am ready 
to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome also. 
For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: 
for it is the power of God unto salvation, to every 
one that believeth, to the Jew first and also to the 
Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God 
revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The 
just shall live by faith.” 

Paul had no objection to “ raise the veil,” so far 
as Christ's Gospel isin question. For “the right- 
eousness of God is therein revealed from faith to 
faith 3’ not to thy destruction of the faith or 
wheat. 

Again. If Veritas’s veil covers that kind of 
truth speken of in the following passage, we think 
at can be raised without danger ; namely—* Sanc- 
tify them through thy truth: thy word is wath.” 
John xvii. 17. 

Again. We read, “The truth shall make you 
free.” John viii. 32. Surely the veil may be rais- 
ed from this truth. 

Again. Paul tothe Ephes. i.13. “In whom ye 
also trusted, after that ye heard the word of iruth, 
the Gospel of your salvation.” If the word of 
truth is the Gospel ef man’s salvation, why not 
preach it? Why not © raise the veil?” 

Again. 1 Cor. xiii. 6. “ Charity rejoiceth in 
the truth.” Query. Is “rejoicing in the truth,” 
and hiding the truth behind a veil, the sme thing ? 

Again. Isa. xxxviii. 19 “The father to the 
children shall make known thy truth.” Does Veri- 
tas hide his truth behind a veil, from a fear, or a 
conviction, that it is not God's truth ? 

Again. Paul says, 2 Cor. vi. of himself and his 
compeers inthe truth, * But in all things appro- 
ving ourselves as the ministers of God—by the 





word of truth,” &c. Will Veritas approve himself 


by veiling the word of truth? We wish not to 
effend ; but we must say, of the truth covered with 
Veritas’s veil, If it is God’s truth, let us all have it; 
and have it all. If it is the error of the adversary, 
cover it stil closer, and cover it for ever! 
REPLY. 

As an : pology for not saying all at the present 
time which might be said, were people prepared to 
receive it, | would refer the Editor to the words of 


to me but I will not be brought under the power oF} 
any thing. All things are lawful, but all things 
edify not.” True, the truth of God will harm ne 
one But truth, in the moral world, is like light in 
the natural; which, to people who have been long 
blind, is often painful ; and if you let it in too fast 
upon them, they will become so prejudiced against 
it, that they will not endure it. We must be care- 
ful not to shock the prejudices of the people too 
much, lest we shut the eyes of their understanding, 
so that they will no longer listen to the evidences of 
truth. Be patient, and the whole truth will come 
to light in due time. Having been politely preseat- 
ed with the above, in manuscript, | theught it bes: 
to make my apology in the present number, so that 
the reader may not anticipate too much at present 
VERITAS. 
—_—<>—— 
HOUSE OF REFUGE. 

On Sunday afternoon, the 11th mst, we walked 
to the “ House of Refuge for Juvenile Delinquents,” 
and entering the Hall which is set apart for public 
worship, discovered Dr. Spring in the desk, officia- 
ting on the occasion, and we mixed with the aud) 
ence. Aller the customary introductory services, 
Dr. S. read his text, Isa. xanu. 2, A man shall be 
as au hiding place trom the wiod, and a covert from 
the tempest; as rivers of water ina dry place, as 
the shadow of a great rock in a weary Jand.” The 
Doctor spoke in such a low tone, at first, that we 
heard him with difficulty, Jf we mistake not, he 
said, in amount, that he read the inscription on the 
wall, as he came there—The House of Refuge; he 
thought that Jesus Christ was the only retuge; and 
he chose his text, which always delighted him, and 
he always spoke of it on all occasions with plea- 
sure. 

At this time the Doctor’s Sermon on Election 
came fresh toour memory. “If they are notelect- 
ed, they will indeed perish.” At one time the de- 
cree of election is the hiding place, the covert, the 
rivers of water, and the great rock! The Doctor 
particularly informed the youthful part of bis audi- 
ence, that Jesus Christ is the only refuge for six 
ners. That all mankind are sinners; even himself. 
by nature, as well as themselves. But, that they, if 
they could recollect, would know that the first act 
of their lives was sin. We surveyed the audience, 
and looked at the speaker, and again turned to the 
audience, while the varied emotions of pity and in- 
dignation strove for the mastery in our bosom. We 
felt compassion for these children of misfortune, 
young in years, and young in indiscretion ; whom 
circumstances have sported with, and the desertion 
or neglect of whose parents or counexions, has been 
the probable cause of their extra frailty. The Da 
tor informed these little offenders, Uiat he, even he, 
is a sinner by nalure; but they were actual trans- 
gressors. This qualificaiion Necessarily introduces 
the inference, that Dr. S. has only been disposed, 
by his nature, to sin; and that hie has unilormly, 
from the first moment of his existence, combated 
his sinful nature, and always come off victorious ! 





Paul, 1 Cor. vi. 12. x. 23. * All things are lawful 


If this should prove to be the truth, it will redound 
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greatly to the Doctor’s credit! Dr. S. did, however, 
during his discourse, say, that the difference in the 
character of men must be attributed to the restrain- 
ing grace of God, &c. He gave the audience to 
understand, that this grace must be sought for. We 
wonder, and ask, if the Doctor sought for this grace 
before he first acted, and having received it, all the 
acts of his life have been sinless as a consequence ? 
If this be the case, we think the Doctor’s sinful na- 
ture has been so sinless, that he will need no refuge 
from the wrath or displeasure of the Deity. 

Dr. S. reiterated the declaration, that Christ was 
the refuge, the only refuge for sinners, and that he 
was an all-sufficient refuge. {We could not help 
thinking again of the Sermon on Election!) Well, 
if this be true, that si:ers have an all-sufficient re- 
fuge, then they are well provided for. So we thought. 
But, said the Doctor, you must seek an interest in 
this refuge. You will ask me how? I answer, By 
forsaking vour sins altogether—by overcoming even 
every evil thought, word, and deed. Then Christ 
will be your refuge. We suppose he means, to be 
like himself—only a sinner by nature; for he coul ! 
not be so unreasonable as to require any one to 
change even his nature. 

We hope it is unnecessary for us to say as much 
about admiring a text as the Doctor did; therefore 
we will only say, that we admire and praise the 
Scriptures of truth; because they assure us, that 
“ God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble.” And we are coustrained to add 
the words in the connexion, “ Therefore will not we 
fear, though the earth be removed, and the moun- 
tains be cariied into the midst of the sea.” Psa. 
XI vi. 

Dr. S. spoke of the burning of the earth, and of 
a day of judgment, and asked, Who will then be the 
sinner’s refuge? Our heart, and mind, and soul, 
and strength responded—* God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore 
will not we fear.’ We very much dislike to hear 
even a Doctor of divinity jumble things together 
which have no connexion. * 

In this world of sin, trouble, and sorrow, sick- 
ness, and pain, and death, all mankind need a house 
of refuge! God is that house of refuge and strength. 
A knowledge and belief of this glorious truth, (all 
that Dr. S. can say to the contrary notwithstanding, ) 
is all that is necessary. The more deplorable the 
condition of the sinner, the more need has he of 
this sure refuge and strength. We pronounce that 
doctrine abominable, which teaches that an “ all- 
sufficient refuge” will become, at some future peri- 
od, an almighty engine of destruction! And we 
raise our voice against those deceivers of mankind, 
who roll in affluence, and riot in extravagance out 
of the spoils of their spiritual exactions, the fruit of 
their misrepresentations of the character of the 
king of Heaven. 

It is unnecesssary to enumerate in detail al] the 
dogmas which, compounded, constitute one of Dr. 
S.’s sermons. Suffice it to say, that the threadbare 
errors of orthodoxy were retailed with due solem- 
nity, in relation to a never-dying soul, the resurrec- 
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tion of the body, and endless misery. Should chie 
meet the eye of any of the hearers of the discourse 
in question, we recominend to such a careful peru- 
sal of the connexion of the Doctor’s text, from the 
first to the eighth verses inclusive. Consider that 
the present life and world are the scene or theatre 
of the events spoken of; and then decide, who 
“utters error against the Lord,” and “ makes empty 
the soul of the hungry.” 

We fear this institution for the reformation of ju- 
venile delinquents, is not at present under so good 
management as it might be. The late superintend- 
eut, Mr. C., from intormation we think we can rely 
upon, was dismissed, on the whole, rather 1m an im. 
proper manner. Orthodox severity May make sin- 
ners worse, but will never make Christians. We 
have been informed, that Mr. C. contended, that the 
‘House of Refuge” eugit to be a house ot refuge 
for the unfortunate; and should never be considor- 
ed as a prison, for the punishment of offenders, If 
his humanity, and good sense, procured his dismis- 
sion, the children in that establishment will be the 
greatest losers. It will be lamentable, if an esta- 
blishment so well calculated to benefit individuals, 
and to advance the cause of public good, in cor- 
recting the morals of an interesting portion of the 
rising generation, should fail of this desirable end, 
in consequence of the undue influence of bigoted 





advisers. 

We were sorry to see the boys obliged to leave 
the place of worship, which was quite warm, and 
bare headed, and without any extra clothing, pa- 
rade, and march in the open air around the walks 
of the enclosure, to no end, we thought, unless to 
gratify the pride of authority of their master, and 
increase their predisposition to ague and fever. We 
did not not see the female part of the inhabitants of 
this place, having taken a seat under the gallery 
where they were located. The countenances of 
the boys were generally prepossessing. Some of 
them, however, looked a little sickly, which indica- 
ted that the transition from a heated room, without 
any precautionary covering, to a long and slow 
march to the sound of the whistle, in the open air, 
at this season of the year, would probably increase 
their debility. 

We most heartily wish success to this humane 
instituiion ; and ardently hope, that the united 
wisdom and efforts of the truly philanthropic, will 
eventually gain an ascendency, which shall secure 
to this establishment a name and a praise to distant 
generations. 

—p— 
From the Herald of Salvation. 
EXPERIENCE. 

The Scriptures are as destitute of terms by which 
the modern notions of Christian experience gre ©x- 
pressed, as the first converts to Christianity appeat 
tohave been of the sensations and emotions which 
it produces. As evidence, we urge the various 'e- 
corded instances, from the moment when Peter ad- 
dressed the multitude on the day of Pentecost, to 
that of Paul to the Jews of Rome, and which clo- 
ses the Apostolic history. During this whole pe- 
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riod, in which several instances of conversion are 
very circumstantially related, nothing resembling a 
modern experience once occurs. The Jews ex- 
claim—*“ Men and brethren, what shall we do ?”— 
of others it is said—the Lord opened their hearts; 
the jailer, under the apprehension, that on the open- 
ing of the prison-doors, the prisoners had eseaped, 
and knowing the consequences to himself, felt all the 
terrors of his situation,—and in the midst of aston- 
nishment on hearing the assurance given by the 
apostles, “came trembling, and fell down before 
Paul and Silas, and said, Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?” The alarm exhibited in this instance, 
seems not to have arisen so much from religious 
considerations as from the apprehensions of the 
consequences of having suffered the prisoners to es- 
cape—These fears, operating with a possible super- 
stitious veneration of the apostles, (which was cer- 
tainly more than once manifested towards them) 
might work effectually the appeal which was made 
to them. 

Another, and perhaps the most perfect scripture 
example of conversion, is that of Saul of Tarsus. 
A bright light shone about him; he heard a voice, 
and he fell to the ground—he inquired what he 
should do, and received such instructions as go- 
verned his whole after-life. But the effect thus pro- 
duced, rested entirely upon the evidence of divine 
truth, furnished at the time of the revelation ; and 
not upon any other exercise of mind whatever. 
And indeed, as the attainment of gospel truth, is 
the object of conversion—that state of mind which 
is least encumbered by the influence of passion, 
must be the most proper and best—and this was evi- 
dently enjoyed by the first Christian converts, as 
the truth was received by them with understanding, 
and with power, 

But in this our day, the course of experience an- 
tecedent to, and connected with conversion, is eve- 
ry way terrible. Those who survive it, and join the 
church in consequence, generally do so before they 
can render one consistent reason for it, or give a 
sober account of the evidence by which they now 
believe. Many sink under the burden of their woes, 
into absolute despair—terminating in the most 
hopeless and irretaedial mental derangement, or su- 
icide. Nor is it matter of surprise that these dread- 
ful effects are so common, when the means, and 
measures for producing them are taken into consi- 
deration.—Some fanatic whose bosom is an exuber- 
ant furnace of awakening fire, commences the 
work—the pulpit becomes the sanctuary of mad- 
hess, whence anathemas and imprecations only be- 
fitting demons, are thundered forth—the schools, 
instead of places of elementary learning, are con- 
verted into metaphysical nurseries, where the ten- 
der mind is tortured with the application of every 
threat and denunciation which ihe ample resources 
of superstition can furnish—the domestic sanctuary 
is invaded, the secret concerns of families are inqui- 
ed into, and husband, and fathers, wives, sons, and 
daughters assailed with denunciations of the bea- 
viest penalties at the disposal of Almighty wrath. 
The conseqnence is, that minds whose sensibili- 
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ties are the most acute,—sink down into a “ mo- 
ping melancholy.”—they become oppressed with 
ihe strongest and most distressing convictions of sin 
—they feel great grief and compunction for thei 
wickedness, and aw(ul apprehensions of the impen 

ding wrath of God.—ln one word, guilt and horror 
haunt their minds, heaven frowns above them, and 
hell yawns beneath to receive them. After a longer 
or shorter endurance of these almost intolerable 
sufferings, the clouds disperse—their load of guilt 
and wo, is instantaneously removed—their agoni- 
zing tortures cease; and a holy calm—a deep de- 
votional composure—a fervent, animating, and be- 
nignant love succeeds. The God of whose mercy 
they had despaired, is now seen smiling in sweet 
complacency upon them—the heaven which had 
heen shrouded in darkness, 1s now presented in 
open vision, and displays its unfading glories—and 
the voice which but Jately had only been heard in 
sighs, and groans, and layentations, now breaks 
forth in songs of triumph, and is attuned to chaunt 
the praises of the living God—to offer its petitions 
on his altar, and to call down benedictions on sin- 
iul man. 

But in all this, we only behold the rage ef pas- 
sion, and the Wiumph of fear—an exercise every 
way dissimilar to the calm, inquiring, and convin- 
cing process, which wrought effectually to the con- 
version of the primitive Christians. 

—<=>_- 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Will you permit a subscriber to ex- 
pressa few thoughts respecting certain metaphysi- 


the Gospel Herald. It is not my intention to de- 
cide either pro or ‘con., but as a candid observer, 
simply to avow iny opinion relative to the propriety 
of troubling the world with subjects, about which 
the writers themselves seem to manifest as much 
ignorance as their readers. T allude to the doctrine 
of materialism and nimaterialism, or if you please, 
materialists aud spiritualists. I would ask Veritas 
whether he supposes the world ts likely to be con- 
vinced by his argument, that God inheres in caloric 
and oxygen? I would then ask Amana, and others, 
(for instance the Editor of the Gospel Heraki) 
whether they suppose they have succeeded in pro- 
ving that God does not inbere in caloric and oxy- 
gen? I would then ask all, whether they are not 
satisfied that they have spent their time and talent, 
in a way by no means edifying and instructing to 
the reader, inasmuch as neither know what God 
Almighty is, or whether he will crown his creatures 
with a lite of immortality and bliss at death, or 
whether consciousness will be suspended for thow- 
sands of years. The writer is of opinion, Unat 
Veritas has failed to prove the fact, and Amana amd 
others failed to disprove the same. And for this 
very plain reasow, that it is aueily impossible eithir 
to prove or disprove it. It appears to me to be pri-- 
sumption and the height of folly, tur frail mortats 
to attempt an argument, to prove what God Al- 
mighty is. It is enough for us to know that a bein g 
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iles in the heavens above, and in the earth be- 
neath, and that “none can stay his hand,” nor by 
searching find him out. [tis enough for us to know 
that “God is Love,” and that love is stronger than 
death, many waters cannot quench, neither floods 
drown it. That this love is as lasting as eternity, 

nd as boundless as space. Shall we, blind, igno- 
rant, short-sighted creatures of a moment, who can- 
not comprehend the most minute insect that creeps 
on the earth, undertake to describe him who fills all 
space ? and who is utterly indescribable ? We can 
form an idea of the character of God from his 
works, for “ they all declare his handy work,” and 
inanifest a being of unbounded goodness. And the 
Scriptures declare in unequivocal terms, that the 
Lord is good to all, and his tender mercies are over 
allhis works.” But neither the volume of nature, 
nor of revelation, gives us any intimation that the 
Author of the sane, inheres in calorie and oxygen, 
or that he does not. These are speculative and ob- 
scure poiuts, which had better be dispensed with, 
so long as more profitable subjects are pressing up- 
on us, and so long as the probability of a total de- 
feat, in the description of Almighty God, is as ap- 
parent as at present. 

Better for man, if, instead of wasting his time 
and talent, by trying to prove what God is, he would 
exclaim, O Lord! Thou incomprehensible, self- 
existent Cause, we do not boast of knowing what 
Thou art, but would bow in humble submission to 
Thee, whatever Thou art; humbly hoping, wishing, 
trusting, and believing, that our knowledge will be 
iucreased, that we may have correct views of Thy 
character, and be instructed into all that is needful 
for finite creatures to know, And rest satisfied, as 
well as assured, that an eternity will continue to un- 
fold Thee more and more, but that eternity will be 
too short, fur us to find thee out to perfection. M. 

REMARKS. 

We think if the writer of the above will review 
the.whole ground, he will then find our aim has 
been to confine the proof or evidence to the Scrip- 
tures, and not harp about matter aside from the 
Scriptures, which teach us that “ God is Spirit.” 
We ouly reply for ourselves.—We are satisfied that 
our time has been well expended in defending the 
doctrine of the Scriptures. The fact urged as an 


objection to this inquiry, namely, the ignorance of 


the inquirers, should, we think, be an argument in 
favour of obtaining all possible information. We 
do not agree with the writer of the above commu- 
nication, that it is an act of presumption, Kc. to 
attempt an argument to prove what the Deity is. 
We are required, in some sense, to believe that 
He is. Now to believe, and to be totally ignorant 
of the subject of our belief, is something we do not 


understand. However, our correspondent has ex- 


pressed his mind on the subject, and that is all 
very well. 
<-> ---- 
FOR TUE GOSPEL HERALD. 
A TOUCH OF THE TERRIBLE! 


Mr. Edilor—At the time of the late revival in 
T Aelivered (if f wstake 


. : 
this nlare Payson ecacvTe 





worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched”—He» 
said he should inform the audience, 1st. What Heli 
fire was. 2nd. Wiat those lost who went to Hell. 
The fire, he said, was material, and the loss an eter- 
nalone. After having depicted in glowing colours, 
the horrors of the damned, for about 30 minutes, 
he said the Sodomites, at the great day of judg- 
ment, would be brought before the bar of God, and 
inquired of, whether they had seen any Southold 
sinners passthat way. The reply would be, they 
have gone on. Next, the Jews who crucified eur 
Saviour, would be arraigned before the bar, and in- 
terrogated whether they had seen any Southold sin- 
ners pass that way. The answer would be, “ They 
have gone by like lightning—they are rolling én 
liquid flames of fire.” Sentiments similar to the 
above, are found in a sermon delivered by Parson 
Ward, of the Methodist connexion.—“ Though 
man be an intruder into Hell, and all that God and 
grace could do, is done for your salvation, well may 
the Sodomites exclaim in that awful period, Give 
way, ye people of these dismai regions, give way, 
giveway, and let these Sharon sinners find the low- 
est and hottest place in Hell.” 

Is it not indeed strange, Mr. Editor, that those 
men who so unceremoniously hurl their bolts of 
damnation against their brethren, should not con- 
sider that they are sinners, and that if one sinnex 
must endure this punishment, all must, “ For all 
have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” 
It is time that such priestly arrogance and clericai 
presumption should be brought down, To our Par 
sons we say, if you wish to roast any one in Hell 
fire for ever, roast yourselves, but none of your 
roasting your neighbours. CCELEBS. 
Southold, Feb. 25, 1827. 


—— 
FOUR FOOTED PRINTERS, 
Wonderful improvements seem to be making in 


the art of printing. Mr. Fanshaw, at the Tract 
Society Office, has two Jackasses employed as 
pressinen. and they are now labouring in that capa- 
city with great assiduity and success. This we a 
first thought a great novelty, but we have since been 
informed that it is by no means uncommon for an 
imals of this kind to be connected with the press. 
MV. Y. Reflector. 
We have often wondered at the stupidity of the 
tracts with which our land is inundated, but never 
till now have been apprised of the fact that the 
most stupid ef all animals are instrumental in 
producing them. Gos, Adv. 


ie - —- 
TO A CORRESPONDENT. 

K. is informed, that. however broad may be the sense = 
which the columns of this paper are open to the public, 
indiscriminately, when any person shall presame sv far to 
forget the respect he ought to preserve even for bimse!! 
to say mothing of otliers, as to descend to gross abuse, we 
have sufficient chariy for the offending party, if he has nour 
for himself, to exclude hiza from these columns. K.’s coui- 
munication therefore, 1s refused admission ! 
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